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MINUTES of an Informal Meeting of the N eighbourhood Plan Group held on
Wed. 23" October at Crown Chambers, Market Place, Melksham at 7.00 p-m.

Present: Melksham Without Parish Council Cllr. Richard Wood (Chair of the
Meeting) Mary Jarvis — Clerk and Teresa Strange - Finance Officer & Asst. Clerk
Melksham Town Council Cllrs. Bruce Sanders; Andy Hinchcliffe; Richard
Wiltshire; Stephen Gray — Town Clerk and Lorraine McRandle — Planning Clerk
Wiltshire Council David Way — Senior Planning Officer & Planning Advisor for
the Melksham Joint Neighbourhood Plan.

Apologies: Melksham Without Parish Council Cllrs. Paul, Carter, Mike Mills and
Steve Petty.

Welcome and Introductory Comments: The Chair, Richard Wood gave a special
welcome to Planning Officer David Way who had been assigned to the Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan . There were “round the table” introductions.

Melksham Neighbourhood Plan:

Community Input David Way emphasised the Plan very much focussed on
community aspirations and needs with regard to future development. Ideally the
community needed to be involved right from the beginning.

Costs: Costs varied depending on whether the Steering Group used professionals to
prepare the required statutory Environmental Assessment and for other aspects of
plan development. The Neighbourhood Plan and its evidence base had to be robust
and professional enough to stand up to Independent Examination. Some amounts
being quoted were too high. In answer to a query from Teresa, he advised that a

budget of £20,000 for both councils would be a fair sum for 2014/15.

Steering Group: The Melksham Team was at the early stages in establishing a
Steering Group and it was important that the Steering Committee represented as
wide a cross-section as possible to avoid groups within the community rejecting it as
being too narrow later on. He noted that the Terms of Reference indicated a bi-
monthly meeting but as there was a huge amount of work to be done, it would be
better to meet at least once every six weeks.

Terms of Reference He noted that Terms of Reference had been agreed between the
two Councils. He asked if there needed to be a representative for education or to
represent young people. The Town Clerk explained that initially it was felt
education was well catered for and well- represented in other areas. The Chair
commented that Melksham Community Oak School was now almost full. It was
noted the new Steering Committee would need to formally approve the agreed terms
and could then make any amendments as felt necessary. The aim was to keep the
core Steering Committee to a workable size but core members would then be
encouraged to engage with a whole range of other community representatives.

Boundary for Neighbourhood Plan David Way explained that the first official
action was to formally designate the area covered by the Neighbourhood Plan.

Both Councils as leaders of the Plan needed to formally pass a Council resolution
designating the two parishes as the area to be covered by the Joint Plan .This had to
be done by formal resolution and then a copy of the Minute submitted with a formal
application form to Wiltshire Council. A short written summary as to why this area
was considered suitable for a Joint Plan and acceptable in planning terms, consent
forms signed by each council and a map showing the area boundary should also be
enclosed.
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It was noted that the Wiltshire Council neighbourhood planning process diagram
included community engagement during the first Scoping Stage. There was
discussion as to whether the community should be consulted about the area to be
covered and whether other villages in the Melksham Community Area should be
included. David Way advised that it was wise to make the boundary for the
Neighbourhood Plan the two parishes of Melksham and Melksham Without since
both faced similar development pressures.

Some of the other villages were more rural and as such were protected from large-
scale development, unlike Melksham and Melksham Without. They had different
issues. Bruce Sanders felt it would be better to have a community event after the
Neighbourhood Plan boundary had been formally designated. Teresa felt it would be
difficult to have a public event open to the whole community area, unless the Plan
took in that area. The Parish Clerk suggested that the Melksham News be asked to
do an article on the proposed boundary for the Joint Plan with a tear-off slip for
anyone in the community to return with comments. Consultation could also be done
via Council websites or through an Exhibition. There was concern that a public
meeting event early on just focusing on the boundary could put people off attending
later events to give their views on priorities and future aspirations. David Way
advised that there was nothing to stop the Steering Group formally designating an
area before doing a community event, so long as the community was kept fully
informed and involved during the process of Plan preparation. Following discussion
it was agreed that this should be a matter for the new Steering Committee to decide.

Core Strategy Examination: It was noted that although Wiltshire Council had not
designated any strategic development sites for Melksham, the Core Strategy
Inspector could make recommendations for specific sites in his Report on the Public
Examination, but he may not. David Way informed that if the Inspector were to
recommend certain sites, Wiltshire Council would have to seriously consider that
recommendation. However he was more likely to indicate that a strategic site should
be allocated rather than suggest a particular site. The National Planning Policy
Framework makes clear that local authorities must be able to demonstrate a 5 year
housing land supply and if they cannot there was more chance that a developer
could win an appeal on a site. Even if strategic sites were allocated in Melksham,
there was still a need for the Neighbourhood Plan to be done, in view of the
requirements in the Core Strategy for 605 more units to be identified.

Nominated Steering Group Representatives

a) Health Interests: Nick Westbrook who had a good all-round knowledge of
health issues and attended the Health Forum on behalf of the Melksham
Community Area Partnership had expressed interest in serving on the Steering
Group and had indicated he would seek approval from MCAP to serve on the
Steering Group. The Town Clerk had replied to make clear a person was needed
to represent general health matters, not the Partnership.

b) Melksham Community Area Partnership: Chris Holden had agreed to be the
MCAP representative.

¢) Melksham Area Board: No representative had yet been put forward.
Action: A further email be sent to request a representative.

Representatives from other Groups: Letters of interest had been received from
applicants who wished to represent a) Environment and Climate change and b) the
historic and built environment but no person had yet applied to represent the
business community. It was noted that the business community covered a wide
spectrum of activities including industrial employment, tourism, retail business and
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[image: image3.jpg]service industries. It was agreed to ask the Chamber of Commerce to make a
nomination. Cllr. Hinchcliffe agreed to follow this up as he would be attending the
next Chamber Meeting to be held on 19" November.

Action: Andy Hinchcliffe agreed to approach the Chamber of Commerce to
request that a business community representative be nominated to serve on the
Steering Group

286/13  Dates for next two Steering Group Meetings: Action: The first two Steering
Group Meetings be held on Wednesday 20™ November 2013 and Wednesday 8"
January 2014 and the first Meeting of 20™ November be held at the Parish Council
Crown Chamber offices at 7.00 p.m.

287/13  Items for the first Steering Group Meeting: Action: The first Agenda contain the

following items:

To appoint a Chairman for NP Steering Group

To confirm nominated representatives from the Community Area Partnership and

the Area Board

To formally approve the Terms of Reference and make any amendments as deemed

necessary

To consider letters from applicants for the following interest groups:
a) Business Community
b) Health Community
¢) Environment and climate change
d) Historic and built environment

To formally decide to follow the Neighbourhood Planning approach.

To decide whether to engage with the community prior to formally designating the
boundaries for a Joint Neighbourhood Plan, and if so how the engagement
should be done

288/13 Neighbourhood Plan — Correspondence

a) Invitation to Neighbourhood Plan Seminar: The Town Clerk reported that the
Steering Group had been invited to send two representatives to either of two
Neighbourhood Planning seminar which would be held in Warminster (19"
November) and Calne (28th November) at 5.45 p.m. — 8.00 p.m. Presentations
would be made by Wiltshire Council and the Dept for Communities and Local
Government Neighbourhood Planning Team and the evening would also include
an interactive workshop activity and a question and answer session.
Action: Cllr. Richard Wiltshire and Richard Wood attend on behalf of the
Melksham Steering Group.

b) Civic Voice — Meeting for MPs: The Meeting noted that Civic Voice was
holding a Neighbourhood Plan meeting so that MPs could discuss how best to
help communities with their Neighbourhood Plan.

¢) DCLG Grant Offer for Plans: It was noted that the DCLG was making £9.5
million available direct, plus a programme of support to help communities
produce neighbourhood plans. More information was available via the My
Community Rights website.

http://mycommunityrights.org.uk/neighbourhoodplanning/
Meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.

Chair, 20" November 2013





